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Within the span of forty years, that is within the lifetime of
many of my readers, the United States has increased the annual
expenditure for its navy from 15 million to 318 million dollars.
The last session of Congress passed appropriations which mean
that, every time the hands of the clock traverse twenty-four hours,
the United States spends 2,000,000 dollars for upkeep of the army
and navy. A leading article in The New York Time*, published
in March 1927, was headed, 'War—Man's Greatest Industry'.
The writer asserted that 'preparation to be ready for war consti-
tutes what is actually the greatest industry in  the world.'
There is also an increasing human cost not measurable in
dollars. The machines of war have to be tended by men. The
munitions of war have to be manufactured by men, and approach
is being made more and more toward the drafting of industry
and of whole populations for war service. Once wars were fought
by professional armies which constituted but a relatively small
part of any people; today military strategists plan to conscript
the activity of the entire man power of a nation* A proposed French
law gives power to the State to conscript also the women. Com-
pulsory military training in time of peace and the invasion of schools
and colleges by military departments run by the Department of
War are requisitioning study time of youth, and tending to regiment
youth's thinking. The post office, the newspapers, the radio, the
movies, artists, and men of science are in danger of being drawn
in to give their support to the building of war's preparedness machine.
All this means an increasing cost to human liberty, to freedom
of thought and discussion, to the possibility of social advance.
It should be fully weighed in estimating the price to be paid for
putting over an 'adequate5 security programme. Armed prepared-
ness is a huge cost in the present, and for the future it is mounting.
Even worse is the fact that increase of expenditure for arma-
ment does not in the modern world purchase increase of security.
It may do so, possibly, for a score of years, but the policy is subject
to a law of diminishing returns, and leads straight towards a climax
of disaster. Senator Borah in discussing 'what is preparedness?*
recently called attention to the huge public debts and constantly
increasing tax burdens which governments are putting on their
peoples throughout the world. 'The things with which governments
will have to contend in the future,' he said, eare the economic
distress  and political unrest of their own people.* A big armament

